
Health Insurance and Coverage Options in 

Bay Area Counties



}Unprecedented instability

}Changing and challenging day - to - day

}Lots of anticipation (both hope and dread) about 
national health care reform

}Existence of coverage today doesnõt mean that 
qualifying applicant can easily enroll and stay 
enrolled

}Program with given set of benefits doesnõt ensure 
easy access or continuation of benefits

}Awareness lacking of economic impact on families



}First letõs dispel the biggest myth that 
insurance = access

}Insurance is a legal term in California for 
risk - based products regulated by the 
Department of Insurance (DOI) and the 
Department of Managed Health Care (DMHC)

}Coverage generally refers to programs that 
provided limited coverage often to limited 
populations and are not generally regulated



}Medi - Cal

}Healthy Families

}Healthy Kids

}County Indigent Programs

}Other County Coverage Programs

}Categorical Programs

}Private Insurance

}COBRA



}State policy

}Health programs for California children

}Childrenõs Health Initiatives

}CCHI ðthe statewide organization 

}What is happening in Bay Area counties



}COBRA and Federal Stimulus ARRA

}Medi - Cal

}County Indigent Programs
ƁCounty Medical Services Program (CMSP)

ƁIndividual County Indigent Programs

ƁCoverage Initiative Programs in designated counties


